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PREFACE 


READER 


He deſire of many Worthy Gentlemen,who were 

ſed regs this pdeatgr ſceſonable,could a0t "wa 
prevailed with me to make it thus publick, were 
it not for the Entertainment it hath met with from ano- 
ther ſort of Auditors, who have repreſented it as Fanati- 
cal, and almo#t all that's naught. | 

But, as I have not (I thank God) [0 little of a Chrifti- 
an in me, as to return Curſing for Curſing, or Reviling for 
Reviling ; but, oz: the contrary, do moſt heartily ay for 
theſe men, who expreſ# the greateſt enmity againſt me + [0 
will I no longer trouble the Reader with complaints of their 
moſt injurious and provoking behaviour upon the account of 
the os, Diſcourſe,but only intreat him to be Impartial 


in the peruſal of it ; and then to judge between them and 
me, T have given them any other cauſe to be ſo in- 
raged phan what the Bleſſed Apoſtle gave the Galatians,viz. 
Telling them the Fes p 0 "2 
And Þ appeal to the moſt Cenſorious and Capti thoſe 
that heard; z57 whether I have been guilty. of the th we 
faithfulneſs in this Publication. ) 
God is my Witneſs,that I had the beſt 7 Deſigns in Pen- 
ning and Preaching this Sermon, Viz. 4 e and earneſt 
deſtre to do ſome ſervice tothe Proteltant Religion, His 


Majeſty, «nd the Church of England,; «4s by Law eta 
4 y/Fo am 1 conſcious to my ſelf of any ms hop 
A 2 Pur- 


x dz 
g 5 ho ad, * 
72 - 


To -* © A Preface to the Reader.” 

q |-. urſuing of this Deſien, wnlefi honeſt impartiality in ex- 
oy; Te Array Wn, are apparently moſt highly preju- 
_ dich to theintereſt bf aff theſe (than which nothing inthis 
world ſbould be dearer. to ws ) ought i9_ render we blame: 


But I am not in the leaft ſolicitous about what defet?s may 

be found in the Diſcourſe,that are not of a moral mature ;, 

. for, as the ingenuous will eaſily overlook them (eſpecially in 

s Diſcourſe not deſigwd for the Pref”) ſo "twould be a great 

piece of weaknefi to be at all concerned. at the Cenſures of 

_ that lye at the catch, and who if they find no fantts 
will be ſure to make them. 


But the main thing T intended this Preface for © yet be. 
bind, viz. A faithful Narrative of a matter of FaCt, which 
hath had the ill fortune to be as {4 and injuriouſly repre- 
ſented as this Sermon. It is this, There lately Hood in the 
Weſt-window of the Quire of Glouceſter Cathedral, a moſt 
ſcandalous Pitture, viz. Of the Bleſſed Trinity : Which, 
had it been much obſerved, could never have outſtood the 
firſt year of the Reformation ; and much leff continued till | 
out two years fince. 1 was firſt ſhewed it by ane of my Bro- A 
ther Prebendaries about four fence: After = 7% 0h 
the ſight of it when Tread at the Communion T able,did often 
diſcompoſe me. And, thinking my ſe of obliged to dagny en- 
deavonr to have it taken down, though no great notice, that 


I knew, was taken of it, I made no haſte for that regles , 
but Pang time after my return from my Reſidence, T adviſed 
with one who" is a moſt learned and eminent Prelate of our 


Church about it ; and he,expreſſing oÞofs fuk at it;told me 
r 
eu 


we were all bound in Conſcience not to ſuffer ſuch a thing,now 
we had pH of Eons longer. Herenpon I reſalved to 
 ramplain of it in Chapter at my next Reſidence, but there 
being not above two, or at the moſt three of ws upon the 
| 2 ; place 
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all that tinne, 1 pat off the doing it till my Reſidence the 
pinch year. And then, having # good opportwnity(there 
being about the Concluſion of that Reſidence,our whole num- 
ber except one, preſent) at a.Chapter that was. called about 
other buſineff, the very laſt day of my ſtay (which was Mia. 
ſummer Eve 1679.) having all ; bo viewed it before, I 
' moved my Brethren in Chapter (the Officers that were pre- 
ſent being firſt deſired to. withdraw, becauſe I would have 
the matter carried as privately as might be) that it might be 
taken down : Repreſenting the hun of ſuch a Pitt ure, 
aud what l it would give, ſhould it happen to become 
more publick (4s it quickly might, it being knownto more 
than our ſelves, and that not by my means) and the great 
ſeaſonableneſs of. doing it at this nick 'of time, ſeeing 
through overſight it had been omitted thus long : it being 
wot long after the diſcovery of the Plot, and many Fattions 
people then at work in vilifying the Church of England. as 
advancing apace towards Popery, This motion of mine was 


readily entertained by the Chapter, and the Idol moſt chear- 


fully voted down, and. the Aft of Chapter afterwards Re- >. 


corded' in the Regiſter Book by ſome of the Prebenaaries, 
where it now Zands, I moved, as T ſaid, that it ſhould be 
taken down, that is, by a Glaſer ; but for a great reaſon, 
which I think fit to conceal, till provoked to-publiſh it, it was 
44. 'readily conſented to, that it ſhould be immediately 
broken, 4s 'twas before, that it ſhould be taken down, and 
mew glaſs ſet upinthe room.of it. Whereupon the greater 
wumber of the Chapter went together to the place to counte- 
wance the att ion,- and it was. done by my hand.. We could 
not in the leaſt doubt, but that this was done very regularly, 
it being 4 hard caſe if the Governours of «.Cathedral ſhould 
not be inveſted with as much Authority as this comes to. But 
when it came to. be known abroad, there was a hideous noiſe 
and clamour made by ſome few people ; who are, I dare ſay, 


the 


* Fee 
Provy.26. 


24,25,26. 
See Prov. 


25. 18, 
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the firſt Proteſtents that ever fo concerned themſchves about 
fuch a wile Raſique, wits Superſtition. The clamony 
continues #6 this vepy day; and, __ ere this 
oy re ha mm WAS make ml anonr to 
the Judges, my to oy their ſpleen againſt 

tb Joe + Ana ep Linh lay in them to have it preſented 
bythe Grand Yary of 'the City, though « thing of above two 

years ſtanding ; (AN als attempt ( as wolf it might). 

Ant te 

"But that which 1 neceſſitates my cd rue ing this Neyithoe 
is the ſeveral ſhameful Untrut Age heave made to paſi 
for tarrent, far and near, among thoſe who have. little 
knowledgeof them and me; for thoſe that know either of 
Ms he eafily believe them. Particnlarly, 
nt this Aftion,as done by me upon my own 
e word of a Chapters being concerned 
me * a Reſb an and furious Zealot. 
lay ftill greater load upon me,they have given 
lves,and their Agent fe a* lit- 


have in London, a mw ennons Crea- 
et,mmuct) _ 
Sire or An 


the ow 
ture,of whom T heve deſerved,as he cart 
thimes ) that it was only. the Pitt are 0) 
er xt worſt of ou Saviour,whes the Aves was vi 

as all, audtoothers 4//o, as I have intimated alrenay. 


yr 
H 
was rhe old Popiſh Pitture of the Trinity ; God aps ne 
fry, ofa oe V ong Grey Bear 

and a'huge beam of Light about his a Go So Son! 
bya Crucifix between his knees : And God the Hol 

Ghoſt, by a Dove with ſpread wings, under his Beard 
which was patcht with a = or two (as T remember ) of 


the Pit ureby me as it ftood 


Plaingie, Ti gmock the 
, araws by one who Hives in that City, that 
X bot re wk me} viewed it eres twenty peers 


together 


Thirdly, 


-APrifacetotheReadet. 


 . Thirdly, They repreſent it x done fn comp 3th rhe 
Ck Bobs who, they ſay, were then in Arms,” But as 
this ie moſt falta, ( rheſe wretehes' being routed bufove vhis 
time, and mo of it yrs to b ypmorryors Publick 
zntelligence) fo every body w ee the woful 

wefi = Ridiculouſneft, 45 well #s Malice of this pci? any 


* "There are ſome I confeſs," who are of better Tempers than 
the Furious people who have made ſuch a loud clamony, that 
exprefi their diſlike of Breaking this Pittare, which t 
all a great indecency. But I would fain know of ther, why 
inſt it be done ſo decently ? Is it becauſe it was « groſs. 
_ of the. Holy Trinity ? But if it was not an indece 

to break i pieces the Brazen Serpent, when-it came wy 4 
abuſed, though of God's own inſtitution, much left can it be 


[o, to break that,the making of which God hath * / gas +Dan.G. 
info ftritt « manner. But I have ſaid already that it had 15,9. 


been done after theſe mens decent faſbion, that is, taken 
down by a Glafter, might Thave had my-will, and had there 
aot been a great probollcy, if not certainty, of our making 
our Ordey to #o purpoſe, if it were not done this way ; 4s 
5 Worthy Brethren will bear me witnefſ: who are all liv- 
ing, aud can teftifie the truth of my Narrative - $a 
| Sraudalows « thing, v1z.. The deſtroying of "an Twol, that 
even Moderate Papiſts have condemned, and ſome of the 
better ſort of Heathens alſo ; that is, a Corporeal Repre- - 
ſentation of the Great God, and which one would wonder 
ſhould have any Patrons, beſides the, manſtrous - Sef#. of. 
Anthropomorphites, . | | 


7 perfwaded my ſelf with great difficulty, to publiſh this / 
Pads to the world,and conld not reſolve upon i till Tconſt--- 
dered,how well it becomes me to diſabuſe abundance of people, | 
who have been impoſed upon by falſe ſtaries, 4s well as to 
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$0"700, | m9 gs the late Doings 
 »the Cloncoſtr Afſizes, wit perhips make if. 1 beve 
""... ily taken a conſe tomake the truth aboat this matter at 
kk. 4 ſome men have made grofi falſchoods. Awil 
indeed I am now {act os T ſhould have dope this long. ago, 
aud thet Thave been much too patient oO OO 
+.'T am prepared to ſay much more of the Uniorthy Treat- 
went” Thave had from ſome upon this account, and of what 
gd eſti _ 7 —_ but T wy done enough 
'at- ; my Deſign being -only to ſuppreſs lying Reports 
ant 10h e (al aid) th tor i he rectdved them? 


not the ng. of particular perſozs, which I am not like 
t0 do, till any of themielves nk it neceſſary. | 


. T willContlude with this Adarefi to my Adverſaries [ in 
allyſion to:our Bleſſed Saviours reply to the Wratch that 
ſmote him ) viz. If T have ſpoken, or done, evil, and 
tranſgreſt the Law, bear witneſs of the 'evil, the Law is 
open : But if well, why ſmite you after /o unchrift ian 4 
_ manner him Nw Tongues, for want of ſharper wea- 

' pons,' who never had. any quarrel or controverſie with any 
of you, -aud who is reſolved to requite your malice, with 

never ceaſing to Pray for you ? | x 
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1 T1. 1. 19. 


Holding Faith and a good Conſcience, which 
- ſome having put away, concerning Faith 
Loon wade? d) + Abs | 


ph, Otwithiſtanding that the whole RO INErR of 

"A | -the Chriſtian "Faith be” the promoting of 
Righteouſneſs, True Holinefs and Qniver- 
+” © = . fat Goodneſs in the Heatts firſt, and then in 
the Lives of Men ; and that it is moſt admirably fitted. 
for that Eud-” 'yet there aroſe even inthe carlieſt and 
ys of Chriſtianity a' Generation of People, 

who labouted to teconcile Light and Darkneſs, the 
Chi iſtian Religion and'a Wicked Life : And although 
ey. pretended to adhere to the Faith of the Goſpel, 
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NESS ores 


ons F anon ciples, and by endeavouring, to _ pros 
Ts, and ” -2rahgh which" was \n6 better 
than * Dodrine.of Devils. - 


-—O Wernneergts £6. -Pawt faith that; They 
profeſſed that they knew God, but im Works they denyed 


him as ws To and $ re; 'and to every good 
} 
Ti E 


Lk them c 
ticularly. S.'Perer, S. hs and 
uld we know how it ſhould come 


ſhould 


r the nil, 
hn 269 the rt i 


e New Jos ; for-th & 
for words fr, to j oe 


. aſl "op(or, p '' 
that, their #ebing ſbipmrac Faith was Occa- 
fioned by their having fr d Conſcience. 


holding both Fairh and'a*zvod Confeience ; and the Mo- 
tive he uſeth to quicken his care'ts, that thoſe whoare 
not careful to ho/d4 both, will be in danger of !oſing 
both. So much is ingyes in his ſaying, that, ſome 
having put away « good Conſcience bave made ſhipwrack 
rowmterning Faith. TRL "x 
Holding Faith, or the Faith, and a. good Conſcience, 
which ſome having pat away, . concerning Faith, or the 
Faith, heve made ſhipmrack. , Þ 


- Firſt, We will explain the terms, or endeavour. to 
ſhew whatitis roha/d the Faith, and what to make ſbip- 
wrack of it ; as alſo what it is to hold « good Conſcience, 
and what to put it _ TEE. Ry 
- Bs , That h01ding the Faith will nothing avail 
vs, *exceptwe alſo hold 2 good Conſtience. - » 
- Thirdly, That mens making ſpipwrack concerning the 
Faith is occaliangd by their having firit 'put away 4 good 
Conſtience, 


"Firſt, For Explicatiog of the terms, we will eg- 


"SILENT IEG a a 6: | 
Pi What" it is to" bold the Faith, and what to mate 
ſhiporech of it. To hold the Paith is to adhere to. the 
belief and profeſſiqn of the, Dodrine of the Goſpel. 
Holdimg or keeping the Faith ſometimes implycth alſo 
a 't5f2_anfwerable tothe ' an dodrine; .. 6 
S. Part faith, T'heve % 
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£66 more. fand 
ho 3% is difing Tear 


ing a good C Nojewee. Do 
A to e ſbi ack ff the ==} to-do either 

of #7 ew tw Fat "i rth 6 Pa Spratly to Re 
Nnounce the 0 Wb on the Chriſtian Belief, : the main 
fundamental Articles ; all or any of thoſe op which 
the whole Frame of T7 is erected, and which 


life. 
da The. and to Salva- 
tion. OF our Saviour or his Apoſtles, or which from 
their own nature appear-10.to be, as containing, ne- 
ceſſar motives, encouragements:or. helps. to a holy 
"Net are'ſuch as the renouncrmg any of which i is 
ng ſbipmrack concerning the Faith, 

"Pr the miſunderſtanding ſuch Dottrines as have no 
ſuch weight and ſtreſs laid upon them, or which con- 
ſidered i» themſelves appear pear i beof ſuch a nature, as 
that the Tron tt ing -of them is conſiſtent wi 


true Goodneſs, cannot be .called a.making Shipwrac 
of the Faith : For if {, it willbe i ble to know 
vhs ball Be Foith, any hs wet hit + -PFodrds 
There being many. paints putably e inthe 
Scriptures, and which.there is ſuch.a iveliry of Opi- 
nions' about, even among: ho as. well as Fees 


men,, 
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men, that it may be an argument of too great confi- 
dence and mption-1n any, to:conclnde perempto- 
rily that" #he#s is' the true notion of. them. ': Or; Se- 
condly, + Fhe-introducing ſuch Principles and PraQi- 
- ces into. the Chriſtian Religion as do manifeſtly ftrike 
' at any of its Fundamentals'; ant paeticulatly ſuch as 
direaly, or. in; their evident-conlequences, enervate 
the Promiſes, Threatnings, or Precepts of the:Goſpel, 
and contradi@ the great deſign of Chriſtianity, , viz, 


that of making men Sober, Righteous and Godly, _ 


this may alſo very properly be called making [bipwrack 
of the Fuith It 4 A wy ) Kory harms ak be 
joyned with a profeſſion of all the Articles of our Re- 
igion : For who ſeeth not that thoſe who corrupt: it 
with fuch DoQtrines or Prattices, are as injurious: to 
the Faith, as the down-right- oppoſers of its main 
Prineiples ; or | rather the more injurious of 'the 
two, there being, much more danger of a falſe Friend, 
than of a profeſied and open enemy. ''.  . * 
. +2,, Would we know what it is to hold 4 good Con- 
feience; this is, in ſhort, ſincerely toendeayour to walk 
in all the Commanaments of the Lord blameleff: Toendea- 
vour: impartially to acquaint our ſelves with the Di- 
vine Will, and' when we underſtand it, to comply 
therewith, although: it be never ſo croſs to owr own 
wills and natural inclinations. '- And therefore, on. the 
contrary,. to put away. a good Conſcience is to be. bent 
upon the raking our 'own walls, | and- gratifying 
our ſenſual Appetites :- to give up our ſelves tobe 
ated and'governed by fleſhly and impure -Luſfts : To 
be devoted to the Service of corrupt, carnal and world- 
ly affeQtions and intereſts. Where the uſt of the fleſs, 
the luſt of the eye,or the pride of life,the love of Pleaſures, 
Riches or Honours, are predominant in the Soul, there: 
a govd Conſcience is put away.. Second-- 


- werenwell a 


pr 
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15 wholly upon the account of the! great'efi- 
cacy they have'for the transforming of us/into the Di- 
vine likeneſs, the ſubjecting our Wills to the Will of 
God, and the making vs holy in all manner of 'Con- 
verlarion. And" therefore we find our Bleſſed Savi- 
our and his Apo les making the whole of a Chriſtian 
to Tconfilt in keeping bis ſayings, in doing the things he 
dvidekinds Hham, in Fund The corterh Jovey and in 


the new Creatwe. Atd therefore we - al wo 
evnirempt caſt upon Knowledge and Hon' and 
Faith, unaccompanied” with an-anſyerable life and 
praftice. Theretore'we read, that Faith withour works 
75 dead, that Faith is dend bring alone, "as being utterly 
uhable toftand us inthe leaſt ſtead; 1and as being fb'an- 
able ro five us; as gtcatly to aggravate our 'Condem- 
fiation. & JIE CIO FEET. of Fþ 


RY The 


(9) 
Tfie Papits. lay- mr \ v5 wy Ortho» 
1: their eqn 4 «+ and flat- 
themſelves with a fond —_ that the 
"theis Faith will rake great amerids for the beds 
of their hives. But ſuppoſe: it true, that: they are : 
Orthodox behevers, and all the Cheigian World He- 
reticks belides themſelves, as they would have us be- 
lieve,. yet the Devils are as Orthodox as can be 
for their hearts, but their Orthodoxy makes but 
the more miſerable ; if they did' not believe ſo 
they would not tremble as they do. The Devils yo 
believe and tremble, James 2.19, In ſhort, we are not 
moreaſſured from the Holy Scriptures that God made 
py mer pO: awe are of the truth of 
this Propolition, that the moſt. ſound: belief will not 
do us.theleaſt ſervice while it is accompanied with 2 
mer gofrnch That the maſt Orthodox Sentiments 
nothing avail us while joyned with an Heretical 
Ins 


; Thirdh, We paged: to fhew, that mens making 
+ canci the Faith, is occaſioned by their 

| peer _— 4 good! Copſians Which ( good 

CG 

Mme 


apr— = away, concerning Faith 
cer e Apoltle, ſpeaking of ſome 
one crop %. truth, calls them wen of corrupt minds, 
reprobete concernt "the Faith, 2 Tim.3.8. Thereb 

» that woeir being 'Teprobate CORNCEY MEN he 
ow proceeded from the corruption of their minds, or 
naughtine(;of their hearts, and the prevalence of: evil 
and corrupt Afetions. And the ſame Apoltle, ſpeak- 
ing of certain qphe> attributes their erring from 
the Faith-to'their gra ihwag: prints that luſt of 
; 2 O—_ 'Y Ein. 6. 10. The love of money is the 


root 


vant of off-evi hin | pomp 
s, k os whe, | Ai F- ; 5 Armen 
eta 85 a e ryorſabing id in 
m4, and their begiling unſtable Souls, I Ep. 2.1415. / 


- Now would wo be ſatisfied how this a oc away 4 
good C Chence occalionerh mens making ſbi wid of 
he Faith : Tt. is evident that! it doth thus of le three 
ways. . >. 
- Firſt: | As. mens additing themſelves to the Gatisfy- 
ing: of ſome luſt or other, 4 _ upon-.deviſing 
ſhifts :and/ tricks to [ſtill the diſc clamours m_ 
their | Conſciences.” The wrath 'of God cing 
from Heaven rr all unrighteouſnefi jour, E nllines 
of. men,?ris no cafie thing for any one WT to tranſ- 
greſs the Rules: of Rig teouſnels, wi —_ being fre- 
quently tormented G. fearful expeRations;,-andithe 
Horrors of an Accuſing and condemning Conſcience. 
Now. the:moſt | way tobe rid:of 'theſe (next 
ro ſifcere Repentance: and Reformation): is either for 
4, wicked man to.perſwade himſelf, if-he be able; that 
there isna-'God, or:nothing after this Life;) and'con- 
quently, .thatthe Bible is oclibar, and all irs-chrear- 
-mere-ſcare-crows. Or if this he cannot do; in 
rd of the. abundant- evidence of the: Being of a 
Goa, and the. Authority of the Holy: Scriptures, the 
courſemuſt beſo to wreſt and pervert the-Scriptures, 
45 to.make-:them give liberty to certain evil praQtices,; 
or to promiſe forgiveneſs of. {into certain performan. 
cesthatare ſhort of forſaking it. , © - - | 
10 Thus thoſe Hereticks: in ms Primitive times wield 
_ places wherein \the. Goſpel CS = 
Liberty, 


_ Tibertyg an@wherein we are faid to be delivered from 
 holayy ſous totalooff rhe Obligatirof the Morel 
as well as the Ceremonial Law; and to give liberty to 
fin, and to oppoſe Faith'tro Obedience in the buſineſs 
of Juſtification and acceptance with God. | | 
. Many other inſtances may be given both of Agcient 
and Modern Hereticks perverting of paſſages of Sccri- 
prone: ſo as to make them great encouragements to 
, and diſcouragements to a Holy life ; perfealy con- 
trary to the whole ſtrain/and tenor of the Goſpel. | 
But I muſt not enlarge farther upon this Argument, 
becauſe the main thing I intended in the choice of this 
Subject is yet behind. EA 


. © Secondly, The putting away of a good Conſcience 0c- 
caſions was Sowrards x4 Zif ee the juſt 
Judgment of God, The former particular gave us an 
account of wicked Mens being ſtrongly enclined to 
make ſhipwrack of the Faith, and of their exdeavosr- 
#ng it, this of their putting their inclinations into pra- 
#ice, and ſucceeding 1n their endeavours. 

Men that are wedded to any luſt are very forward, 
for their own eaſe, to endeavour either the embrace- 
ing of Atheiſtical Principles, or fo to abuſe the Scri- 

res as to take enco ment from them to live in 
"raps but they could hardly fo extinguiſh the light of 
their own minds, as to ſucceed in their endeavours, 
were it not for the judgment of God upon them, in 
giving: them up into the Deceivers hands. To this 
purpoſe obſerve what the Apoſtle faith, 2 Thefſ. 2. 10, 
11. Becauſe they received not the love of the truth, that 
they might be ſaved, (or they did not fo receive it as to . 
ſuffer it to have any good effet upon:their hearts and 
lives) for. this nr” od ſball _ them ſtrong —_— 
or 
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to ſay the.Churchof. Rome, 


Faith, as wicked Pro- 
ars of A nniey dong: ita molt ſucceſsful courſe 
to promote their, corrupt and naughty deſigns, by foi/t» 


0 F putting oſeg 4 a 
hf = 


;vg. into. the Chriſtian Religſon. fuch Dofrives and 


vour:and encourage ſuch deſigns. I have 

ewed t AA who pe Cap Chriſtian Rebgion 

_ ſuch Do&tines or Prattices as contradiCt the De- 

zn of 1 it; do- truly makeſhipwrack of the Faith; and 

as there may; þe given. too many inſtances of 

cr | « Fhonec gi ke it the 

ET f wihat.remains of the inal part 

MNicourle,, to fhew: that the. Church 'of Rame 

rr pes 15,now Conſtizuted,.is moſt ſhamefully guilty in 
__ Fn BE, 6 LIE uy 

ponckgon edged, t e-retains' the Pro- 

Hh, damental and Eſſential Articles of 

eaſe, and ofwhichis that Creed 

ſhe. profeſſeth a Reves 

2w. Teftament;'If ſhe in expref 

r os {= mg SS ys 
an M rs may :not 

_ 485-10 any 1:4 and wether do: very ill 


edo.noe ſtick ar:calling them a Church, thongh a 
mol TIE degenerate Ghurch as wu the 
ude1of Biſhop: Hel)  @ thief is rruh @ nrai, 

'n0t. a) 5x40 Mail. A waman. may” retain the 

name 


C(#) 
hameb#ilifvriferill ſhe's formally divorced; tAbuph ſhe 
——— wu 
'';The- Church of Rome may 'as' truly te meh 
Glarch, as the! Fewiſh Nation the' 'of "Goa, after 
their foul-Revole from him, and Tapſe"inta Idolatry 
andother wicked and impious prattices,” - OE 
- But #his hath been abundantly made good againft 
this Church, that, though ſhe holds the Fondation 
yet; ſhe builds Wood, Hay and Stubble:upqn ©rhe 
Foundation : -that is, ſhe' mixeth many impure 'Do- 
Qrines of her ow, with the moſt holy and undefiled 
Doftrines of. the Goſpel. Of which I will prefent 
you with ſome inſtances, but muſt be very briet upon 
md6ſt of them. cies nao ol 
+» What {ay-you;:in the firſt place, to her Dofrine 
of ' Infallibilzy ? W hich ſpeaks her uncapable of Errin 
in any of her: Dectees and; Determinations : Which 
Infalſibiliry the Feſuirs will have” ſeated jn rhe H'54 
Chair;  other3ih the Pope in eerie W ka Ge ls 
ral Cbundil:;:that is; Number of Bjſhaps and Prielts 
packt together of his/6wn FaCtion':''F6e thete Ts" no- 
thing he hates mote than a'Council truly. General, * 
/; 1 call thus not only-a;fale but tmwicked Jodtrine, be- 
cauſe of the infinite miſchief that jt doth in rhe world : 
For the Ronifb-Chutch's Procthes to Infallibility, is 
that which-enables her! to- Lord/ir atthat intoferable 
' rate, overthe minds and Conſciences of her SubjeQs, 
and to make them the greateſt of Slaves and Vaſſals. 
And/tis. zhis alſo thatmakes her utterly incurable 'of 
herigro(s-corruptions, her” other; notorious Hereſies, 
2nd'the- ungodly and horrid praQtices founded upon 
them. So that, ſo long as ſhe continues” to” affine £6 
herſelfthe Title of 1-fa/:b/e, there is no hope to be con- 
ceived of her being ever in the leaſt Reformed, either in 
her Principles or Practices. | C 2 But 
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t never. Was A: Doftrine more ſhamefully baffled 

1h hath been ; as cafily it may, there being-no- 
i ; to-upholdit, nor one ſyllable: in'all 
to befriend it. As for. that promiſe 'of our 


7 {atwmg that rhe gates of Hell ſball never prevail _ 


his Church, the moſt that can be concluded from t 
that he willever have 4 Church upon earth in ſight 
liebe endeayours of Hell to deſtroy it. But thanks 
be to God, . this Promiſe would be no whit the further 
from being p erformed, although the Devil ſhould be 
ited Sells to extinguiſh the Church of Rome ; 
though to be lars. he underſtands his own intereſt bet 
txginm ga nce to attempt it. 
meaning of this Promiſe be ( as the Ro» 
IM... would have 1t') that the gates of Hel 7 eſo 
ſe prevail againſt the Church,as woccaſion her fallin 
to errors of Judgment, why-m ay we not. as we -— 
tend it fo far as to ſecure her alſo from errors of Pr«- 
Hire? 1 e. obcing no leſs dangerous or deftruQive than 
»t. | But I retain ſo much. Charity 
jb Church ftill, as not ta.think her ſo for- 
len pe all Modeſty, as to deny that in cis: ſenſe, 
the Gates of Hell have prevailedagainſt her with a- 


far the other. Promiſes which they lay any 
firel On, they are either ſuch as*tis wan of 8 Apo- 
ſtles only, and firſt planters of the Goſpel were con- 
cerned'in,, orelſe ſuchasbelong to all- Chriſtians with- 
out exceptian has far, as.that while it is their ſincere 
endeavour to know the truth, and to live up. to their 


knowledge, they: ſhall be. ſecured from. pernicious. 
and damnaþl le errors.. E 


Again;, 


ion 3s To 


_ _ Again; What ſay youto-the DoQtrine of 
þo. ny all other Churchesand Kin 
and- his having a Grant of as vaſt -Dominons- upoy 

Earth,. next-and immediately under Chriſt, as Chriſt 
himſelf hath under God the -Father, his being King of 
all Kings, and Lord of all Lords, and that both in 
Spirituals and: Femporals? Þ might cafily tire you 
upon #his head of Diſcourſe, but all T-will ſay to it 

ſhall be zhzs, that the Charter pretended for ſo mighty _ 

an Empire is much too obſcurely expreſt to be ever un- ' 
derftood, by any other: people: than the Pope and- his 

Vaſſals. There is not tittle' in the Holy Scriptures 

for it,. though we know what a noiſe and fluſter they 

make with-two Texts, Paſce Oves meas, and Dabo tibs 

Caves, &e. as if this. S IPER as plainly legi- 

ble in each of them, as the Doctrine of the' Creation 

in.the firſt verſe of Gereſis, _ 

But,. which is worſt of all, how many thouſands of 
honeſt people have been barbarouſly-butcher'd, merely 
becauſe their eyes would not ſerve them toread - this 
Doctrine of. theirs in thoſe two Texts !. 

And this is that DoQrine-which gives them-a pre- 
tence for their reſtleſs. and-unwearied endeavours to 
get theſe Kingdoms agairr within their Clutches, and 

or 
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o 
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all cheir deſperate and Melliſh defigns againſt us. 


. What ſay you to their- Doctrine of Image-Worſbip ?: 
with which L will joyn that other of Praying to Saints 
and Angels, In- their Adored+ Council of Trex it is 
decreed;..that The Images of Chriſt, the Virgin mother of 
God,and other Saints,be effecially kept in C he ; and that 
due Honour and Veneration be given unto them; And af+ - 
terward. this Council. exprefſeth ' its allowance of 
Picturing; 


= 


ivinity'ir lf; and ng accordingly p * 


bin. ie Churches: 
IEF 
dean cen 
is 4ppears by'thele''fol- 
| "Ie deives Horns honour to den era th 
hover ohh Je dowe x f0"them, 3s. referred to the Prototypes 
which they NO "86 chat inthi Unoages which we ki if 
wil before whith we wntover our heads, 'and fall down, we 
adore” Chyiſt, | und Worſbip' the Suite which they repre- 
fent,&c: I that the Honour and Veneration which 
y determine ſhould: be given to Images, do imply 
ernal AQs- of Adoration y:and that rhe! Im 
00 Saviour is to have the felfſame” Adoration paid 
—, that woul® be'dueunts himfelft were he perſo- 


; (om Univerſal Prattice of the Romiſb Church 
[6 'to paſs over" the Vile i{tuff of :their” Doors 
Soboolmen” and Caſuiſts ) avilttelt: »you! 'the mexnling of 
their debitac honor & encratio. 

The conſent of.:Natioss*( ſaith the Learned Gratias) 
have made yn oa Oblations' and Intenſe, proper ftigns 
tomy Worſbip; but, _ Lhad'/ time, 'T need 

ſtand>toſhew, Sr es of Chrift, - Angels 
and Saints; \efpecially'- ' the” Bleiſed>: Virgin, 
are every where Worſhip re with theſe figns, and 
with all the Rites of 'the moſt-ſolemn Invocation in 
Sacred Offices," and in places ſet apart! for m__ 
Worſhip. And they do-all the” extertal honor \r 
the Saints and oben in the Addreſſes they: make ry 
to them; -wherher immediately: or as 'repreſented by 
Images that *tis imaginable they ſhould Q 006 OUP Sa- 

viour himſelf orthe Bleſſe T ruvity, - "= 19? 
SOUTH 201-5 ay, 
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P ©-Na 9 ra) gr—_ 
"© cn SurEl Sngre 
tural; fiich _ Paton th 
Spirit, and eternal life, befliew 
Now what is Tdolarey, if Wo ts ſho are rarny: why 
they tell us, and:we cannot blame-them, that the true 
Notion» of Idolatry. .is. otily: theoWorfhi pping, fonie 
Creature for the moſt High God, Gopal '1t7o be the 
moſt High God. But if 1o, the Wolhipgers of the 
Golden Calf, to be fure, were no-Idolaters; for they 
can be little better than mad themſelves; who are able 
to imagine that _— raclites were fomad, as tobelieve 
that _ Calf which they fawmade, andrhat of their 
own Eay-rings too, wasithat very God which brought 
them out of the Land of Eee. Bar the Gentlemen 
of Rowe would have us rhi they were ſo farſaken 
of their Intelleftuals,- as {o to trails and we camor 
blame them for »4 neither. . For if they'did:not-ims- 
pudently bear us down, tharthe' Children of 1/7zel be- 
ved that this Moulten Calf was that God that di- 
vided the Sea, wrought ſo man B Miracles forthem,and 
the maker of Heaven Rad Earth, they would, they are 
ſenſible;; be rieceſfitated-toexcule them from Idolatry, 
expreſly contrary to the words of Ay And if 
this rheir Notion of Idotatry bethe only true one,. we 
are certain that it will be wt Hoke: bien ifnot jm- 
polible, ro-find out Tdolaters arg: the very Pagans, 


W hat think' you of their Do@rine of Tranſubſtants- 
«tion, of whichtake this account from the Council of 
Trent, By the Confecration the whole ſubſtance of the 
Bread is changed into the ſubſtance of the Body of Chriſt 
our\ Lbrd; aud. the whole' ſibftance of the Wine, into the 


Jſuon of the bloud of Chriſt, Sothat as/ike _ = 
ooks 


| rf Feeling! _ 
/ is' nothing 
EE Croſs at Feral and that ve ry dic 
_ that was thereſhed 
-» This is: the: moſt prodigiouſ] prodgioulycomradiftion Do- 
Qrine, that I'will — wr it but the Madnef of 
men can'poſſibly inveat:'tis a: moſt: wonderful com- 
plication: of moſt hotrid contradittions,and abſolute im- 
poſſibilities. But.this is not-the worff of it, it is alſo 
the foundation of ſo groſs and foul Idolatry as is ſcarce- 
ly to be-named among the Gezti/es,or tobe found paral- 
ltd. in Perwvialt "it GIF.) or the: moſt barbarous parts-of 
'The: forementioned Holy Council eclares, 
p _— itaque: —_— locus relinquitur, &c; . There is 
= 20" for doubt, but that all good TE roman 
give __ erfoip of x gran quz Vero Deo r, 
A is due to the true God, to this moſt Holy Sacrament ; 
ace to the always received cuſtom of the Catholick 
Church. They ſhould:have ſaid, according to the /are 
_ and upſart cuſtom of the Romyſb FaQtion. Word: ay 
ſee that the Bread and Wine are Worſhi a foe 
Not FLY ſentations of lo, but as G oy 
- But what af thoſe words of our Saviour, This is my 
Body, Newry prove to be a Figure ? like thoſe other of 
his, / prayer oo I am « Door, &'c. or what if This is 
»y.body ſhould be as much a Figure, as they will:con- 
fels the words preſently following are, viz. This Cup is 
the New Teſtament in my Bloud? Where 'we have a 
doubleFigure, both the Cxp put for the Wirein it, and 
the Wine ſaid to be'the. New Teſtament or Covenant, 
when, ſi = -1t were the very Bloud of Chriſt, -it 
could not þ ew Covenant it ſelf, but the Seal.of 
that Corea; ;-I ſay, whart if theſe words be. _ 
un 


” " Py 3... * 2 "RM ot ” 
_ - = 
p ” p 
+ 
E. -T 
. 
« ' 4 


(iy) 


underftood figuratively ? (as why they ſhould ot; the 
Papiſts can ſhew nothing like a \reaſon, but we have 
ſhewnrhen the greateſt abſurdities imaginable in other- 
wiſe underſtanding/ them')- why the» they themſelves 
will and do acknowledge that they ſhould be guilty of 
the moſt groſs Idolatry in their Worſhip of the Hoſt. 


- What ſay you -to the Popiſh DoArine of the Sacr7- 
fiee of the Maſs, which is'of near kin to the foregoing ? 

The DoQtrrine of the Roman Church'is, as you ſhall 

find it in the Council of Trext, That in this Sacrifice 
which is pexformed-in the Maſt, that very Chrift is contain- 
ed, and it ia bloudlef manner offered, which, upon the Al- 
tar of” the Croff, did once offer up himſelf in a bud man- 
ner. Sothat, according to this Doctrine, our Bleſſed 
Saviour mutt ſtill to the end of the world be laid hold 
of -by:Sinners,* be ground with 'their teeth, and ſent 
down into their. impure paunches, as often asthe Prieſt 
ſhall pronounce the' charm, hoc eſt” enim corpus meu. 
And it ſeems that he was a falſe Prophet, when he faid 
upon the'Croſs it is finiſhed, ſeeing there was ſuch an 
infinite 'deal of Joathſome- Drudgery till to be under- ,,, ,,, 

one by him. And it ſeems the Author to the He- More's 
| 200 is found to bea falſe Apoſtle, in aſſerting ſo ex- 29ſte7 of 
preſly, as more than onee he doth, that ſuch is the 344 x. 
Dignity of Chriſt's Prieſthood, and its exceliency (hep. s. 
above he Levitical, that by oxe offering he hath made 

rfeQ ſatisfaction, and expiation for fin. 
So that this their Doctrine of the Sacrifice of the 

Maf, is not only Falſe, but very Corrupt and impious 
Doctrine. 


What ſay youto their DoCtrine of Purgatory? which, 
in ſhort, 1s this: That zo _—_ eatetge j 


uch as are per- 


fedth 


Y hat ; at their. departure = 
oF. Caſe, int all, the 
; where they may abide 
ang ne even many bundreds of years, 
cron cape be taken for their deliverance, 
f hog Poe a r people are broughtinto a 
| moſt laviſh tax means hereof their metciteſs 
mol ar; by hale them into work than Zgypth 
ax Bondage :. who, inſtead of enjoying them the 
moſt reaſonable duties to which the 5 ws bees 
Saviour oblige, them, ned are 
Foray i ——— fav vp = 
arrupt.. -4MpPvIeE upon; t a 
great ns bv of EATS Services of ther mn. it 
- 
- Jon « though they cannot pretend the leaſt warraine 
& for oj ogy Yaſs yet ents > 


moſt T. » 
by CTR, thoſe by cl you, lege Er at 7. 


I; hel x at pits yet ſo as by: fire, But he who 
confers wh k, nothinglike Purge- 
Og , name , Firſt, thatit is 'Qs'SH1a; rugs, 

nor be ſball be , but « it were by fire, or ra- 
ther thro. fire, ut , that ZwCedai ws ic Tues, 
ol i 44 through ym is a Proverbial Speech -( as 
cat Criticks, Groti#e and Scaljger, with others, 

_ —_ ) figaifying #o be ſaved from moſt eminent 


ad as this DoQrine of theirs is groundlef, ſo.is it 

as wicked, it being a moſt vile affront to the Merits 
and SatisfaQtion of our Bleſſed Saviour : For in order * 
to the eſtabliſhing of this Dotrine they teach, that, 
The Paſſion of Chrif takes any only the guilt of Mortal 


ſuns, 


(19) 

not their eternal Puniſhment, which is as now- 
Nis nnd imaivas | 43; me 
- ?Tisanimpious Doctrine alfo, both as it is deviſe. 
to inſlave the Conſciences of the Poor People, and to 
_—_ into abſolute ſubjeQion to their Prieſts ; 
and likewiſe to gratifie their greedy Appetites, and to 
bring their Purſes no leſs under therr power than their 


Conſciences. 


What lay you to their, DoQtrine of the Non-neceſſity 
of the Laity's partaking of the Cup in the Lords Supper, 
and their being Rob'd accordingly of their ſhare therein? 
expreſly contrary to out Saviours inſtitution, and the 
Pradtice of the firſt Ages of the Church; and of all 
other Chaicches in the world. | 


W hat ſay you to their well known DoCttine, Of he 
Non-netdſſity of Repentance before the imminent point of 
death ? Audio this other that goes beyond 7h, viz. 
that meer Attrition- ( or ſorrow for fin for fear of hell) 
if accompanied with the Sacrament of Penance is ſufficient 
to a ſinners "> og and acceptance with God? This 
hs Council of Trent doth plainly take for granted, in 

fourth Chapter of their foarteenth Seſfion. 


What ſay you to the DoQtrine of Opws operaturm ? 
which makes the meer work doe in all a&ts of Deyo- 
tion, \{ufficient to the Divine Acceptance : particu- 
larly the bare ſaying of Prayers, without either mind- 
ing what they ſay, or «nderſtanding it. And agree- 
ably herennto the Romiſb Church enjoyns the faying 
of them in a Language unknown to the generality 0! 
her children; . noewithftand the perferH ; COMrenry 


Do&rine detivered'by S. Pa inet rath Chaps the 
D 2 What 


fir tothe Corinthians. 
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h Go T the denceriafhef 
peares; and. her 
of denying them the 


a that, the moſt horrid 
Tz to the  promo- 
f genfe ? Ido not-lay' 
acil;;- or that -it is in 


expreſf 


 Dofrine! 

the world hath fora long. 
with her moſt- abs h 

Religion, +74). 1007; 
ſecution of the'4 
- bly murthered? no 
the Maſſacre ory 
an hundred tho 
years, were _— . 
man thirty; 
holy . Inquiſition: fi ] 
we Syunlage dl 

than thirty years ſpa 
- withall manner « my | 

. F need not-mt 
Burnt at the ſake i 
of Queen Mary: :; 

fince to Romes But 


clares it 4s bis Opinion, thal 
fires. cntih be 7 re before 
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Godi he :thanked for that mighty Spirit that hath 
been up throughout the Nation againſt Popeyy : 
©h that it more generally proceeded from our ſenſEof 


the hatefulneſs thereof, and the extreme diſhonour ic 
s to Chriſtianity, and its infinite injuriouſheſs to 
the Souls of men, as well as from the concern we have 
for our 7 al intereſt; which is but a mean and 
pitiful conſideration in compariſon wt yr me And 
the better the Principlesof Poperyand the Pratices of 
the Papiſfs are underſtood, the greater and more laſt- 
their zeal againſt them needs be,who have any 
hearty kindneſs either for Chriſtianity or for Natural 
Religion ; either for Chriſtianity of for good Mora- 
lity and common honeſty, or even mere good nature. 


I wilt not ſb-far imitate the horrible uncharitable- 
neſs of the Rowiſh Churchyas to ſay that 'tis impoſſible 
to find any ſincere Chriſtians in her Communion ; and 
much leſs, that no honeſt,or good natur'd people are 
amongthem : But 4/4 we are _ certain may ſafely 
be faid 'that, whoſbever is throughly inſtrufted in the 
Popiſh Principles and as accordingly, is ſo much a 
ſtranger to Charity, that he hath totally caſt off all 
Humanity. 

W ver is a thorowgh Papiſt hath no Conſcience 
in his own keeping ; his Conſcience is perfeCtly at the 
diſpoſe.of his Holy Father and his Confeffor : Nor is 
there any villany, be it never ſo great, but he is pre- 
pared for it, whenſoever a. Prieſt er Jeſuit by com- 
miſſion from the Pope ſhall oblige him to it. 

That Proteſtant doth but ſlightly underſtand Pope- 
ry who dares truſt his throat with a thorough Papiſt, 

th 


cugh he be ſeemingly a man of never 10 good a 
nature, 


(24) 
nature, or ofnever ſo good Morals: and the more con- 
ſcientious he is in his way, by ſo much-the more dan- 
gerous a perſon is he.” That's a rare Religion in the 
mean time, the more true:to which any man 1s, the 
greater Villain he muſt neceſſarily be. And thoſe are 
a precious ſort of Chriſtians, of which one cannot 
adventure to give a true and impartial-CharaCter, .and 
to paint them in their own:-colours, but he muſt ben 
danger to be Cenſured as a {currilous perſon, asa ma 
of a tqul mouth, ' anda down-right Raller. | 

Let us all therefore take up thoſe words of Facod,in re- 
ference to this Generation, which he uttered concerning 
his two wicked ſons, Simeon and Levi, O my ſoul come 
not thou into their ſecret, unto their aſſembly mine honour 
be not thou united, 


To make ſome Application of what hath been diſ- 
courſed. 


Firſt, Is the putting- away,a good Conſcience the true 
cauſe to which making ſhipwrack of the Faith is to beim- 
. puted ? Is this the account into which it 1s to be re- 
ſolved ? Then, as we would be out of danger of fal- 
ling into Hereſie, and particularly of turning Papiſts, 
and of making ſhipwrack of the Faith as zhey have done, 
let us havea great care to hold faſt a good Conſcience : 
To exerciſe our ſelves in feeping Conſciences void of _ 
both towards God and towards men : To lead lives an{wer- 
able to the holy DoQrrine which we profeſs ta believe. 

If any man will do the will of God ( or be ſincerely wil- 
ling to do it ) he ſhall know of the Do#rine whether it be 
of God, faith our Bleſſed Saviour, John 7.17. Heſhall 
be able to diſcern between truth and falſhood, and 
ſhall be guided into and kept in thetruth. 

| The 
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:;The truth: hath-no-faſt hold of any, /but thoſe who 
receive, it; in the: love of it, and make it the meaſure 
rule of theirlivesand aCtions, 
-If5s not;at all ftrange that Learned and Knowing 
meaſhould:make ſhipwrack of the Faith, for Learning 
and-Knowledge: 15 'no ſecurity while ſeparated from 
Honeſty and a Good Conſcience. . There is no error {0 
abſurdor dangerous, but we ought toexpett an inſincere 
perſon williembraceitz. when once! it-becomes ſervice- 
able to that Intereſt he is moſt concerned for the pro- 
motirg-of. A Joffe Mods io nat rt, 

_,, Even:thoſe-of us who do now ſhew the moſt forward 
zeal againſt. Popery, .if we be wedded' to any corrupt 
AfﬀeCction, and have only the Form, batare void of the 
Power of Godlineſs, will be in never the leſs danger, 
notwithftanding our preſent zeal, of Apoſtatizing, if 
ever it ſhould become our temporal intereſt (which God 
forbid ) to turn Papiſts, 


; Secondly, -Is it foapparent that the Church of Rome 
hath made ſo woful a ſhipwrack of the Faith ? Then 
what an infinite obligation lyeth upon us to the great- 
. eſt Thankfulneſs toour good God, for reſcuing theſe 
Nationsfrom under her yoke; and for thoſe Miracles of 
mercy which he hath wrought for us, in blaſting ſo 
many of their deep laid deſigns, their late great Con- 
ſpiracy, and late Sham-plots, for the reducing of us to 
'our old Captivity. 

If it had not been the Lord who was on our ſide, now may 
England ſay, if it had ot been the Lord who was on our 
ſide, when theſe men roſe up againſt us ; then they had ſwal- 
lowed 6 up quick, when their wrath was kindled againſt us : | 
then the waters had overwhelmed 1,and the ſtreams had gone 
over our ſoul. Letus therefore Blefi the Lord,who hath not 
given 14s 45 aprey unto their teeth, E + Laft- 
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Laſtly,” As we would Rtill be ſecured from Popiſh 
Conſpiracies, from theunwearied attetnprs of our o}4 
Adverſaries againſt us,take we great heed ofprovolting 
the Almighty to withdraw at langth his:ProteQion, 
and a us to their Malice, by walking unworthy 
of that glorious Light and Liberty. we now enjoy inthe 
Church of Engiend. And while we have the light let we 
walk is the light, leſt God, in his juſt judgment, ſaffer 
us to be again involved in Exypram darkneſs, / | 

; | es 01 TISTSIHL Th] OI 94 

Oh happy Children of the Church of Exgland, if we 

'could be perſwaded' to prize our preſent Vaſt Privi- 


ledges, before our having {f# them doth force us.to- for 
he them. v8. h 2 401 91A 


And, Oh that we were capableof much Wiſtor, 
as neue to ſtrengthen the 


hands of our common. 
enemy, by our as unreaſonable as Unchriſtian Animo- 
ſities againſt one another. That we had once as. great 
a zeal againſt the Anti-chriſts within our own breaſts, 
Pride, Anger,Malice and Bitterneſs,as we ſeem to have 
againſt the Ant-Chriſt in the Rowan Chair : Thoſe 
Anti-chriſts being the greateſt friends is Anti-chrift 
hath, and more our enemies than he is capable of being. 


Oh that at length we could be convinced of thi great 
truth, that the Chriſtian Religion conſfifteth not i» 
meats or _, mere _ t oe, but in righteonſ< 
 weſs, peage and joy in t - In Humikity, 

age S, Self denial, Obedionce to Authority. in all 
lawful things, love to God, and love to men, &r; 

Oh that we had a vigorous powerful ſenſe of rh, 
that neither the moſt admired Gifts nor appearances of- 
Grace, which areaot joyned with a Benizn-and Cha- 
| ritable 
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ritable temper, can at all recommend us to the Divine 
favour : That he hath no Participation of the God-like 
Life and Nature, who is ofa Quarrelſome, Contenti- 
ous, Uncharitable Spirit, be he in a many orhey reſpe&ts 
never ſo Saint-like. And that Chriſtian love is a thou- 
ſand times better argument of a renewed ſtate, than 
moſt of thoſe marks and charaQers which are ordinari- 
ly given of a godly man. 

- If we were once brought to this happy paſs, to have 
a lively ſenſe of theſe things : to mak great Conſci- 
ence of a1 andy the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace; and to abandon all Separating, Dividing,Sowre 
and ill-natur'd Principles and Praftices, we ſhall not 
then need to fear the malice of the Papiſts, were their 
power greater than, God be thanked, it is ; but z//then, 
-_ _ other endeavours to ſecure our ſelves may fail of 

uccels. 


But alas, I fear,that never had a People ſadder Omexs 
of miſerable days than we now have: And nothing 
bodes worſethan th:s thar, weare fo far from Uniting 
among our ſelves,. notwithſtanding we ſeem fo ſenſible 
of extraordinary danger from. our common Enemy, 
that our breaches daily grow wider and wider. 

We ſeem no leſs infatuated, no leſs madly bent 
upon our own deſtruftion, than were the miſerable 
Jews in the Siege of Feruſalem ; among whom there 
were never ſuch deſperate Feuds, as when they were 
all ſurrounded with the Roman Armies, 


Thoſe who,by their cauſcleſs forſaking of our Com- 
munion,have greatly ſtrengthned the hands of our Ene- 
mies, are ſofar from being yet made ſenſible of the miſ- 
chief of Separtton, and the _ pernicious conſequen- 
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ces of Dividing, that many of them are mow grown 
fiercer than ever -(as _ by their late Books 'and 
Pamphlets, &c.) againſt that Church, which Rome 
hath always found to her coſt, the moſt impregnable 
Bulwark in all Chriſtendom againſt Popery. 


And on the other hand (for I will not be taxed with 
Partiality) there are too too many among ovr. ſelves, 
that do /:ttle conſult our Churches hn nor conſe- 
quently the intereſt of the Proteſtant Religion, but greats 
ly aſerv both, by their intemperate heats, and 
branding al with the names of Fanaticks and Presby- 
terians who.are not come up to #hezy pitch, and in all 
things juſt of their complexion ; although they be as 
obedient to both their Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Superi- 
ors as themſelves, are no leſs truly Regular and Con- 
formable. | 

Weought by Love and Sweetnels to encourage men 
all we can, #h1s is to att like the Diſciples of the mild 
and moſt lovely temper'd Jeſus : -and not by Sowreneſs 
_- hi and Cenſoriouſneſs tempt thoſe to depart from us,who 
To ime would gladly ill hold Communion with us *, 
=> Yo whom we have been ever enough offended, though we could not in this menney de- 
clare it, who — of ion to Us and Our Service, aſſume to then;ſetves the li 


berty of Reviling, a__y 4 KReproaching others ; aud as much as in them lics, endes- 
vour to ſti | Mfc ther good inclinations to Our Service; and ſo to,prevent that Re- 
conciliation on of Hearts and Aﬀettions, which can only, with Gods Bleſſing. make 


Us rejojce in each other, and keep our Enemies from rejoycing. 'King: les 1, in His 
Proclamation againſt Vicious and Debauched people, pag 


T# eviden And where we find an inclination towards returnin 
_—-_ in any that have departed from us, we ſhould be-gla 
bis paſſage tO Meet them half-way in order to the bringing them 
but tdarwe Oyer tO US, 


imitate the Fathers behaviour in the Parable towards bis Prodigat. Sou. 
And 
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And it becomes us likewiſe tomake a difference he. 
tween Peaceable and Modeſt Diſſenters from-us,. and 


thoſe who are Turbulent, Seditious and FaQtious, and 
not wind up all together in the ſame bottom, 


I may add alſo, that there are, God knows, too too 
many Debanchees in the Nation, who would, be thought 
great Champions for the Kingand the Church, but do. 
infinite-prejudice to both, by the mad and frantick ex- 
pre(ſjons of their zeal, Who do mighty honour to Fa- 
naticiſm by charging all with it, that run not with thews 
to the ſame excels of Riot, 

One would ſuſpett that theſe, whatſoever they pre- 
tend,do _ deſign nothing more, than to make both 
the King and the Church as friendleſs as. they are able, 

Heaven wy them both, ' ſhould they ever be ſo un- 
fortunate, ( which God forbid ) asto ſtand in need of 
this fort of people. 

If indeed Huffing and Healthing, Curling and. 
Damning, and: giving, vile names would do the buſi- 
neſs, then let them alone to protect and defend the King 
and Church : but former experience hath aſſured us, 
that thoſe are the beſt weapons that moſt of them can 


boaſt of their being good at.. | 


A Neighbouring King, and: the Church of Rome, 

may wiſh Gad's bleſſiog.on the hearts of theſe Gentle- 

men: but our own wy (whom God preſerve ) and There are 
the Church of Eglazd have little reaſon to Conthem — 


thanks, for any ſervice they are like to do them, of men, of 

whom we 
have beard much, and are ſufficiently aſhamed, who fpend their time in Trverns, Tipling- 
bouſer, and Debauches, giving n0 o1ber Evidence of 1heir Aﬀetion to m, but in Drinking 
our Health, and imveighing ag4inſ1 al others, who are not of their own diſſolute temper ; and 
who jn truth, have more diſcredited our cauſe, by 1be licence of their manners and lives, than, 
they could ever advance it by rhejr Affettion or Courage, &e. In the ſame Proclamation, 
| King 
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King Charles the Firff of Glorious Memory was ve 
enfible of the Conſequence. of ſuch mens aifinnce, | 
which proved fatal to him : The goodneff of whoſe Cavſe 
did ſink under the burden of their ſins, according to the 
{ad Preſfage of our excellent Chillingworth, ina Sermon 
Preached to the Court at Oxford. 
by _ if ever his Majeſty = the Church ſhould be 
again ket upon by SOribes 8 Phariſees, God grant us 
better affiſtance than thar of Publicans & ers. 


--But I wonder in-my heart, what ſhould make any 
Debauched and Prophane ople pretend the leaſt zeal 
+ forthe Churchof Eng/zxd; there being no'Church in 
the world that more condemns all unrighteouſneſs and 
ſin ; or which would be more ſevere againſt wicked 
hvers,- were ſhe in circumſtances to put in execution 
her own Diſcipline. Which ſhe- is not like tobe, fo 
long as the Civil Magiſtrate is ſo remiſs in executing, 
cooling: yo their Oaths, thoſe excellent Laws that 
are Enatted againſt Drunkenneſs,Swearing, Unclean- 
neſs, Profanation of the Lord's day, and other wicked 


AndT add that Popery and Fanaticiſm will both un- 

doubtedly ſtill grow upon-us, be we never ſo zealous 

againſt both, whilſt that Debauchery and Prophane- 

neſs, which have ſo miſerably overſpread the Nation, 
_ do ftillefeape ſeot-free andgo unpuniſh'd. 


I cannot but obſerve.one thing more that, *tis an un- 
*couth and ridiculous SpeQtacle, to behold wild Fana- 
*This.2e- ticks, and WER * people, that: call . themſelves 
rer9b% Church of men, ( who are far from deſerving 
exlarged. that Title, whether they be Clergy or Laity ) conteſt- 
ing together, and falling foul upon one another : One 

| wo 


LE» 
' would be tempted upon this occaſion, to take up the 
Grand Vizter Kwper/tes blunt reply to the Frendb Am- 


roy” ; his: Accofting . him with the news of xc. 
ib Ar 


the Spar mies being. routed by the Frexch, ) viz. 
What marzer it it to me whether the bog worries the dog\, or 


the dog the hog, fo my Maſters head be but ſafe. 


To Conclude,: 


| TILE Ifeeon the one handa far greater Tenſe of 
 & the hatefulneſsof S:hi/or, and of breaking: the 
Peace and Unity of the Church: of which all {00d 
1 | Ov wagage expreſs-the greateſt Abhorrence 
and Deteſtartion, -- | 
And till {ee on a7 hands more-fincere- endeavours. 
to put away Anger, Wrath, Malice and Bitterneſs. 


* Till Tee that tle ſeveral divided Parties among: us, 
are more'inclinable to unite heartily with! # of the. 
Church of England, and We again with rhew, fo far 
forth as unanimouſly to oppoſe Popery, that deſigns the 
deſtrution of us aZ, Which all but hot-ſpurs, that 
-never allow. themſelves. kerfureto think a.wiſe, | or. ſe- 
date. thought, muft needs know to be abſolutely ne- 
cefſary to our mutual preſervation at this time. And it 
would be well, would we: hereiz learn:of rhe Papif:,, 
who, notwithftanding the great differences that are. 
among themallo,can joyn- together againſt Proteftants.. 


Till Tſe again that our Zeal againſt Popery is gene- 
rally ſo well tempered, as not to endanger our running; 
headlong-into the other gxtreme, that of Confuſios :: 
which will, noqueſtion, endin Popery.. A 
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<» Tilk-Ieo alſo that dur > mr 24 \ariſcth 
DE. rear mn from: a' ſenſe. 'of the infinite ſcandal ir 
brings upon the Holy Religion of our Bleſſed Saviour, 


andits wofully depravingthe Souls of men, as well as 
from our concern for'our/TempAal intereſt. 


?0 TilT-moreover fſcerthat Zeal in any fort of people 
whatſoever, is not accounted ſufficient to! give them 
the Re ufation of, Good:Proteſtants or: Good: :'Church- 
Bhat -69-t ey are bad,Chriftians;' 'and/their 
Converſations declare them no hearty:Friends:to any 
Saligioheo ©0000 oor bcroet Ba nov) Tir bo 
And(ina word) till I ſee thatour Excellent Re- 
formed [Religions] that rhe pureand undefiled Rdigion 
of:the Church of England, hath a more:pow an 
fluence upon the LivesandSpirits,: of thoſe who 'pro- 
feſs themſelves Anti-papiſts and AntiſeQarians :- I 
lay; till Tſce thee things, \I ſhall, -for my part, be far 
fom, concluding. with: 4gag, - that the bitterneſs-of 
deathiis paſt, that:the wor/# 1s not-ſtill-behind;;' which 
Godin his infinite mercy, give us wiſdom to prevent, 
by our timely Reformation in the forementioned- in- 
Nances, for Chriſt Jeſus his ſake : To whom with the 
Father-and the Holy Ghoſt; be rendred by us, -and by 
all the world, all Honour, Glory and Praiſe; Amen. 
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